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Future jobs strategy in place today 
 
The new Government has today commenced the implementation of its policy commitment 
to have the future jobs strategy in place by no later than the 1st February. 
 
The initial stage in this process is the incorporation of all the persons who were until 
yesterday in VTS schemes which paid an allowance of up to £450 a month. These 
persons fall into a number of categories including those in sheltered employment and 
undergoing training in nursing and in other areas. In addition, there are a number who are 
placed with private employers but where there has been no commitment to provide 
employment at the firm’s expense at the end of the training period and invariably many if 
not most of those in such schemes have finished the training only to return to the 
unemployment lists. 
 
Under the system introduced today, each of those employers will be contacted and asked 
to enter into a binding agreement with the government to provide employment or refund 
the expense incurred by Government in the wages incurred by trainees from now up to the 
point of completion of the training. Since not all employers will be in a position to enter 
unto such a commitment, the trainees that are in those areas will be transferred to other 
areas where the commitment will be provided. Alongside this scheme, there is a scheme 
for unemployed graduates and for graduates currently on a £450 a month allowance.  
 
The assessment of the employment service is that the persons resident in Gibraltar and 
seeking employment is in excess of 1300. This is higher than the figure indicated by the 
GSD during the election campaign when they claimed that providing employment on the 
minimum wage to everybody who was unemployed would cost £11m, which at an annual 
cost of £10k per person unemployed, would translate into 1100 unemployed. 
 
This therefore is the real level of unemployment and not the 450-500 persons a month that 
has been given in the past as the level of unemployment and which led the GSD 
Government consistently to boast that we had an unemployment level last year of 2% or 
under. The real figure has been and continues to be in the range of 8-9% of the resident 
working population, when one includes all the categories of people seeking employment, 
including those on training schemes, those wait listed and other Gibraltar residents 
primarily British, Moroccan and other nationalities. 
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This is the position as was explained in Parliament in answer to questions recently and as 
has been further directly explained by Employment Minister Joe Bossano to those taking 
up employment with the wholly-owned Government company at the meeting attended by 
some 400 young people today. 
 

 

 


